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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"HE Editor throws out to his Country the Kite wing 
thoughts, on a ſubject of no ſmall importance, viz. 

The ferling the Right of Franchiſe or voting in County o * 
tions upon a more enlarged and permanent footing than at pre- 4 
ſent, yet conſiſtent with the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of this 
part of the united kingdom. Not afraid to handle a ſubject in- 


volving in part the great queſtion of. Parliamentary Reform, fi 
in ſo far as ſeems. ſafe, but proteſting that he has not been | 


the mover. It was ſtarted by gentlemen whoſe names he does Th 


not know, with, he is perſuaded, pure intentions, and convin- 
ced, that had the juſtly- condemned Aſſociation been firſt form- 
ed, their patriotiſm would have checked their zeal for the pre- 
| ſent ;/ and pointing out the danger of doing harm when good | [#518 ; 
Was intended, would have ſuggeſted, that it is better to ſubmit | 
to known inconvenience, than loſe 2 good improvement by un- ; 
: timely ASIDE 1 „ 1 
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(6) 
That the approachin g meeting of Delegates of the Heritors 


of the Counties of Scotland may prove the beneficent ſtream, 
is my earneſt prayer, for the good of our country, in which 1 


have ſome intereſt; my love for which, and my attachment to 
its excellent conſtitution, induce ' me to addreſs this letter to you, 
to the Delegates, to my Country, and to the Public at large, 
_ VID is * hazardous: ſep. for the. Git! time to [aÞpear 1 in 


| | 288 VIIAMIAC uo: 


This Letter comes anonymous, not has I am aſhamed « of the | 
name 1 bear, but beounls x good on bad plan euld Be fece 
or rejected on its e has on Ann merit or de- | 
merit of 


The aufn. 
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beſt means, o remed; 5 a ackno wedged defects in i it, fo | . 
„ Lk ates to e Rig ht of Voting at at the Election of a Re- e 
Preſentati ives $i” Sire in Sock nd, c wt otimonly fiyled" Gounty 5 
1 Jembers, ad it an addreſs from an Heritor of no incon- ie, 1 
5 Hide able property of what extent, is immaterial to the pre i 1 
> ent queſtion of what claſs or name, is equally vnimpor- „„ 
_ ge he wagnit de of the object of diſcuſſon, nod leſs chan N 
| the confirming, ſtrengthening, and rendering more Undid the | 
Conſtitution of this country, whit we have 0 recently in coun- 1 1 
ty- meetings reſolved anew to maintain againſt all inſidzeus atv © 


655 . ſeditious attempts tending to undermine or deſtroy, ſealed | THEE 


+ 2 


-” 


© 
ay 
at 


with o names, and carried in our addrefles to the foor of the . | | 
Throne; thus moſt ſolemnly ratifyinig, fivearing” won ER 
| for ourſelves, and hand down to poſterity unimpaired, that W 
4 cCLekllent conſtitution eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors at the glorious © + 
| Revolution in 1688, bought by and ſealed with their blood, at 
at the expence of a race of Kings who had worn the Crown of . 


ing, and his ſon (who. had been acknowledged as ſuc 


. Ig » 


* 


this Maca 31 18 years, a period long enough to have eſtabliſh- 
ed hereditary right, if ſuch could exiſt in a free kingdom with- 4 


out the conſent and approbation of the people: but they had ren- 


f dered their own expulſion neceſſary, for falus ; uli ſuprema ler £ | 


ef. This I hold to be the firſt Rev lution princ e, and the only 


one on which it can be juſtified. A nation is bound by fealty to 
its Sovereign; a people muſt ſuffer long, muſt bear much, before 
they think of changing, which can be warranted by neceſſity 
alone, and the ſypreme' law of public ſafety. This warrant 


James VII. * gave dur forefatherb, and this "thief )aiedugeli- 
gainſt him and his deſcendants, hy excluding him from return 


ich in Eng- 
land) from the ſucceſſion, and by chuſing others to occupy the 


throne declared vacant, Whether James abdicated; inal re- 


.nounced for himſelf and his. ſons, FD 


.pelled, or vacated: the Crow n, is immaterial Fr "The 5. de iel | 
2 then, - and maintained ever, ines 25 the EN is, be That 


wy : : 1 7 84 "$4 
ing it, b * by the law 1 che 1 8 a „ viola 17 7 hat 1 75 Fl 


75 IO 2 7 
@ Feit the Crown for, himſelf and, eee ats; then n and chen 


4 only 1 it reverts to the people, to diſpoſe of as. they, judge 
10 moſt for the public good, taking the next in | ſucceſſion « quali- . 


| « ied, to wear it, with power ro. annex to it what \condirions an 


F2 | limitations. they. ſee. expedient for the public ' lafery,” {eto „This i 


they did, and this we maintain they did of r icht every time we 


take the oaths, of fidelity, allegiance, and. abjuration,, in The 
record of Parliament, the ſtatute- book, preſerves in it acts of f 1e- 


.curity and ſucceſſion. In thoſe very acts which. placed that 1 


Crown, ſo happily for this nation, on the heads of the Brunſwick | 
line, which had, ſo unhappily for them, fallen from the l beads of 


. Houſe of en there it is written, e it may be ſee! 
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. how | 


rejeRting-all's 


6 69 U 


how the transfer was mide, und by what vnpredidtile ſteps pro- 
vidence brought about the wonderful change: While we admire 
let us alſo bleſs the inviſible hand which thus ſtrengthened and 
confirmed the rights and privileges of theſe nations, and ſecu- 
red to us our happy conſtitution, the bleſſing ot theſe, the admi- 
ration and envy of ſurroundinę nations, the ultimate inheri- 


tance, I moſt devoutly hope, of all che world; for it is no bad wilk 


| ſurely ro others, to pray that they may be as bleſſed as we, with 


a conſtitution conferring ſecurity and - happineſs . 
85 e n ene * human wiſdom: to contrive. 


FAY 4: * 4 TH WE 


A 


This 1 of En made in Wy 


* a er Rape" ame 


does not blind me ſo far as to make me think it above all im- 
provement, or to preclude all amendment or reform. There i is 


no abſolute perfection upon earth. It is preſut mption to ſay that 
ve may not approach | nearer to it. But there is no hazard in 
warning ourſelves to beware of innovations, to move cautiouſly 


in reform, and even to amend with diſcretion, after the moſt. 


mature deliberation, In ſome caſes, there is a danger in expe- 
riment: but there is as much weakneſs, on the other hand, in 


had multiplied inſtances, and felt many good effects: they have 


operated improvement, they have led towards perfection; but as 

for e w deſtruction lies in the e ; let us eware, let 
us Cann VV No ade e n ie 995 Ron do 
5 i 1 #11 BORE TH „ 1 5 F» ( LIUL 1 1 i I 9 


After ay Cds wad I kak! to — on nth 6 ellen; of 
aer Qualifications may appear bold, and tending to ha- 
_ zardous. innovation. In that I ſhould poſſibly agree, were the 
idea new, were it now firſt broached, and had it not been actually 


propoſed by the Ereeholders of fore counties at their Michaclmas | 


Land” 


* * 
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Let! it however be remembered, that che « qu 1 
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dene dment, and every reform. Of theſe” we have 5, 
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| holders is but, 4 {gal declaration of the night of franebiſe, and 
not an alteration of the conſtitution, - inconſiſtent with whith; 


b 


it is contended, no alteration ought, or can be made agreeable 


to public ſafety; yet without endangering either, and poſſibly 


with advantage to both, ſome change may probably be effected; 
This appears, from their reſolutions, and from your appoint- 
ment, Gentlemen, to be che opinion of the nale of moſt 


of the counties in Feotland, 


Such wires a as "> ep not Gar RE og Pins to We * 


the i importance of this ſubje too lightly, or (what I am averſe 
to ſuppoſe) reſt contented with the generally acknowledged ill 


ſtate of this thing, indolently ſubmitting to grievances felt by 

all, and which may with perfect ſafety be removed, was the 
public mind ſufficiently well informed to fix. upon a prudent and 
practicable plan of reform, nojthar weaning wich, _ | 
to our e or It. 


timadvert on the views. 
of particular claſſes of men, or of individuals; they may have 
their views: it is enough for me that the public is concerned, 
and that chat public is my country. If the plan produced does 
not correſpond with their good. ml if it nn. nett. 
why not adopt it 1 | 


* A moſt illuſtrious authority Wed is in a . Ry m 


It i 18 not my . at. or 1 28 4 


. the higheſt aſſembly in the nation, laid down this truly conſti- 
rational tin That all reform nat ſanctioned by the people 


% it wrong.” It follows, we may fairly infer, © That reforms 


| . may wath ſafety be | made, when ſo ſanctioned.“ And the late 
royal proclamation, conſidered as a miniſterial appeal to the 
people, with the conſequent addreſſes, confirm and lanction the 
inference. 


* His Royal Abs Prince of Wales. 5 


mY „ 


3 


0 „ „ 
We come now to * point. You Gentlemen Delegates are de- 
puted by the heritors of Scotland '* to meet at Edinburgh, to | 


form a court to confider the laws of election for ſhires; And no 


more What would be the uſe of that? You may conſider thoſe 


Jaws more at leiſure, and ſtudy Wight on Election more coolly, 
at your own homes in the country; (for 1 preſume you ne 
have homes in thoſe counties whence you come), than in the 


metropolis in the month of July, when our legiſlature has wiſe⸗ i 


IF thought 1 it better to ſend our lawyers and judges into the 


country for refeſhment, than to detain them later in the inner- 
houſe; when our Chief Magiſtrate finds it time to ſend his 
counfellors into the country; and when none chuſe to do buſi- 


fn we OY on of . WE 


Why then would you de ten to 1 our Feen W 
town in the heats, which too often excites ferment in autumn, 
but that the collective judgement of the wiſeſt men t of this 
kingdom may be obtained on a ſubject ſo extenſively. important; 
and that you may, from ſuch collection of judgement and full 
information, form ſome plan to be laid before your conſtituents. by 
in your report, which you can propoſe to them as praQticable, 
ſafe, and uſeful, upon. which mY pat A form the heads of: a bill | 


ment, if generally approved of. 


1 ſhall rrefume to hint, chat the PE of reſolutions, abs . 5 
by the worde, may de pre- 


| + 1c ner hr doch tides Djach e as bile. or not, oY 


how far they are concerned in the county-repreſentation. ' Bat if any ot ONO 


ſhews the ſands of theb Ry ON them. 


ja, Ii pref, 6 wit rule ee from ec is. - 37 + 
| ferable 


Re'orm. 


„ 


| be to heads drawn up, who may then renew their commiſ- 


fon of delegates, with powers to prepare the heads of a bill di- 


geſted on thoſe principles moſt generally approven ; for to wait 
till an unanimous approbation can be obtained, would be as ab- 
ſurd as to expect a plan to be formed without concert, or car- 


Tied into effect without agreement. It would defeat every good 


purpoſe, and ſerve the end of thoſe only who find, or Acre 


| think they ſee, their intereſt : in confuſion. | 


You may perceive, Gentlemen, 9 — not write as a lawyer; 
a character to which I have no pretenſions; I do not aſſume 
it; that of a plain honeſt countryman is all I aſpire to; a fair 
ambition ſurely to every man in a free ſtate: neither pretending to 
be a man of letters, or profound politician ; they are often ſwerved 
by prejudices, of education and practice: : much leſs a modern 
philoſopher ; they overturn every thing old, to ſet up new ſyſtems 
equally abſurd and inapplicable, (to our ſituation at leaſt), upon 
new-fangled and unintelligible doctrines, ſpeciouſly miſleading 


the unwary and well-intentioned with deſcriptions of unat- 


tainable perfection. It is enough for me to have a little conſi- 


dered this ſubject on which 1 venture to addreſs you; and that 


my fellows, the landed intereſt of Scotland, are deeply intereited 
in it; happy if any propoſition from ſo weak a pen can tend to 


utility, and amply rewarded ſhould it Oy ſome N | 
effect. 


4 


If no reform i is LET then the only uſe of the Delegation i is 
to expreſs it as their opinion. But that ſome reform is become 


__ neceſſary, from the degenerate ſtate of things, and that the con- 
ſtitution of Scotland f in this reſpet ſo * far ond t its lee, 


i % 


2 Speech of Chancellor Thurlow . a 98 8 1789. 


* 


as to need a parliamentary repair, your nomination Adds; it to be 
the general ſenſe, and that ſome propoſition towards irs repair is 
expected from you: Therefore I may prophetically foretel, that 
ſhould you ſeparate without forming ſome plan, diſappointment 
will follow; but ſhould that plan be made on a contracted ſcale, 
diſapprobation will enſue. Theſte are not times to narrow privi- 

leges. Any ſuch attempt muſt produce diſcontent; whence 


; wouls e bee CN ny my ſubverſion. 


 Hudin rio fack Jeane bas ta Peas 1 nc hive deck | 
led; from ſome late events, to think 1 it ſhould not now be agita- 
ted; but the complaint is not new in Scotland, it is of long 
framing the inconvenience is not ſmall, the grievance has been 
loudly complained of. "Theſe, and the circamſtances of the times, 
with the reaſonableneſs of the thing itſelf, in a country advan- 
eing faſt in liberality, improvements, and cultivation, by in- 
duſtry to wealth, indicate that no narrowing ſyſtem will be well 
received; but that we muſt, inſtead of retrograding, look for- 
ward, and provide for farther improvement, by approaching 
nearer to the ſyſtem of our more advanced neighbours the Eng- 
liſh, with whom we are now SY —— F g 


The only way, - Dok to get rid of the i inconveniences s felt and 
complained of — to repair and [ſtrengthen the Conſtitution, and 
do ſet it up again erect, firm, and permanent upon its baſis, 
ſieems to be, By lowering the qualification, and attaching the right 
of franchiſe to the actual EP of the I LO 8 
Fu the vel of *. n. 1 1 


Thus the Conſtitution will be pa”; and co 
while the grievance will be removed, as no parchment Freeholder 

could then claim to vote at Elections for our ſhires : Neither 
1 could wy „ by ſplitting his valuation, extend an 
5 D 5 . _ undue 


OT! 


undue dens over the. poſſeſſors of the property 

or place on the roll a phalanx of confidential voters, ay 

unconnected with the county, and always accuſed, often falſely - 

indeed, of being devoted to the will, and obedient to the man- 
dates of their creator : A oractice ſufficiently. known in Scot- 

land to have excited much diſcord, though en little expe- 

rienced to the ſouth of the Tank: 


i | : To ſee how ſach : a WEI may' be aha without injury 15. 
i ER nayp, with the ſafety and improvement of the Conſtitution, | let 
| | as conſider what the Conſtitution is in this particular. I take 
\. | it to be, That the waſſal of the ue mfeft in lands to a_cer= 
| r „ tain extent, ſhall have right to vote. Now poſſeſſion is pre- 


ſumed to follow infeftment ; the eye of the law hath no other 
| contemplation ; and as vaſlalage is a feudal tenure, it-ſees no o- 
Ki | OL ther but the immediate vaſſal of the Crown. This is termed freebald, 
In = dut admits of ſub-vaſſalage; - ſo that the holding of the Crown, 
mY $0 with the infeftment, conſtitute the right of voting — not the 
J | 21 actual paſſeſſiun of the ęſtato. Hinc origo mali, becauſe I can buy 
. N an eſtate holding of the Crown; I can feu it out at full value 
blanch, and I, not the poſſeſſor, am the voter. — This i is LW 
in n law, Ranch the purpoſe 3 is mooſe 


1 


9 I can erb a ee of a | blanch done and 
Ln not the dA 4 the en am che voter. 5 


This is TORRE a frechotd, and dige; ; [vacate nne of the 


Crown is holding of no body, for the COR has no reſtraining 
| nr joey over the holder. 


_—_— _. WOT es not appear, an that W an ute in your” . 
| . 5 ſeſſion to this holding can weaken that independence eſſential to 
ee a dend. 1 I it is ſtrengthening 1 it. 


Why 


0 15) 


2 FO Wen Berer the qualifications 2 Becauſe the "ws t | 


the progreſs of things require it—An' eſtate of L. roo of valued 


rent is now often of more value than one of L. 400 was one 


hundred years ago; and the proprietor generally a man of 


greater reſpectability, and no leſs ancient deſcent.—But be it 


remembered, that poſſeſſion, not deſcent, is the requiſite—elfe 


where are your parchment Barons ?—In this particular our an- 
ceſtors, attached as they were to family brieves, never ſpoke of 


| deſcent, but of Poſſeſfion.— Have we ting that doctrine ? 


If, then, this can be adopted with ſafety, let us ſee the expe- 
Waren But firſt look how the law ſtands. Go back to Fines I. 


OO 3 act 52 2. en it is e 14 e 


G8; That al Prilates, Erles, Bare and Freehalders of the 


. © King, be halden to compeir in perſon, and not be a procura- 
e tour; but gif (unleſs) the bremen —_ __ un oye 
TV lauchful _ of cheir abſence.” 1465 
| Here appears to Slam bob a prada of voting Fit proxy, as 
the perſonal attendance on the King's partiament was often in- 


convenient; which practice by that en is mann and nes | 


mow JO ere on. 


- 
A 


his being found 10 bund as not to de cxigible by law, 
or  compelable by ne it was at Sy ſtatute FORE, part "YE 


3. e 101. 


— 


1 85 Thar fall baronnes and free tenentes need not cum to par- 
nhaments, but are to fend two repreſentatives from each ſhe- 


S e called Commiſſaries or Commiſſioners of OO” 


0 here we have that arcane eflabliſhed which obmain | 
to 


3 


1425. Ja. I. 3 
as og parl, 


Perſonal attendance. 


+27, Ja. | J. Zo 
xe 101. my 


1457. Ja. II. 1297 13. 
act 75. 


1503. Ja. IV. parl. 3. 
act 78. 


1587. Jo. VL alan. 
act 114. | 


Commiſſioners of 


ſhires, and their | 
lificar: _ 


Ons. 


Electors. 
ualification, a | 
— cr qu land 
holden of the King. 


£597. Ja. VI. parl. 15. 
ag 276. ET 


Kn » 
to this "uy as an indulgence to the king 8 ludber vaſſila, the 


great ones (or greater Barons) _ bound i in e bene on 
| the King's . | | | | Wenn 


A diſtinQion i is fs by exerapting freeholders under 1 20 


+ 


That all ber under 100 merks of extent e. their re 


curators to ee. 10 


0 AQ of 1 . ratified > ga from the ew for chu- 


« * ſing commiſſioners of ſhires.— Men of gude rent, indwellers 


* of the ſhire; and that all freeholders of the King, under the 


2 5 degree of Prelates and Lords of Parliament, to be preſent at 
Ar the chooſing of the ſaid commiſſioners ; ; and nane to have voit 
64 „ in their election bot 2 k as hes fourtie-ſhilling land in free te- 
&« nendry halden of the King, and hes their actual dwelling and 
<4 refidence within the ſame ſhire. Theſe commiſſioners to be 
be. elected Run at the Michaelmas eee, 


7 ob! AAR ſuld N to > parliament commiſlioners with faſt 


* cient commiſhons,” | 


Thus 5 the way is clear, the line of repreſentation is diſtinct 


from James the I. to VI. That the real freeholders, vaſlals of 


the Crown, poſſeſſing their own lands, ſhall vote upon the e- 
«ſtates they hold.” And if any deviation was afterwards made, 


they, in ſo far, departed from the original principle of the Con- 


ſtitution, viz. The repreſentation of the Eſtates, as well as of the 
perſons of the Barons; a principle never to be loſt ſight of, and to 
which, if it has by 1 or practice been deviated from, a nem 
law ſhould recall the practice, ſhort of which, nothing effectual- 


iy ſalutary can be done. Palliatives would be tampering with 


N 


- 


1 0 


and by weakening, enllesger 10 1 Why chiw | 


ſhould. we not repair it? why leave to others, at ſo imminent a 15 


riſk, to do that which, by applyin g the remedy ourſelyes, we 
may do, and leave it to our erat in a more improved m_w 


E lining i HF | 
er ry | on 7 


: 5 N 4 * * 1 ; . . 
5 x, + 4 T5 13 ; EF... 1 2 4 ; , 4 998 A SEW , 5 5 
ab Ps nd af 12 #7 1 ini -% % : ; - 

%* : % % 7 


| The right of Wang les to * all ORE eines, 48 Eg 


® wadſetters, holding of the King o or Prince, of t den W chalders, oc 0! 
« L. 1000 © Beots of valued rent.” af 5 1 hs 5 Ty 


F 7 
1 5 2 [ 8 PE (4 5 25 „„ id ** 3 f * 
* : . 34 LAST #+ SEES * _ * 24 n a '# 


n is 200 Be obſeived; that by n law the ahi of + Franchiſe 


was communicated to many who did not before enjoy it, particu- 


larly to ſuch as formerly held of biſhops or abbots. But in twen- 
ty years after a farther extenſion was made, at which it has conti- 


nued to this day; for thereby it is ſtatuted and ordained,” © That 
none ſhall have vote in the election of commiſſioners of ſhires, 
ks” but thoſe who at that time ſhall be publicly infeft in property © 
or ſuperiority, and in poſſeſſion of a forty-ſhilling land of old 


* extent, holden of the King or Prince, diſtin& from the feu- 


« quties in feu lands; or where the ſaid old extent appears not, 
* ſhall be infeft in lands liable in public burden for his Majeſty's. 


<h pplies, for four hundred pounds of valued rent, whether Ei rk- 


* lands now holden of the king, or other lands holding feu, 
4 ward. or blanch of bis ee as has or Prince of an: + 


FISTS * 14 * . 10 


ee 2 heirs apparent in belton, 66h Hig; 
YOON | in 1 ho n en 11 . . fy tel _ One 88 


vote. ba | | OBS on 1 
: 0 , ff un oc ee 
Not cking the teſt a uffcien objeation | Re ; 
0 22 ; s "5/4 +5 
ehe bps be | e e 


is allowed: to, vote, and W a vaatuer Uifederivly er Rr 


166. Cha. I. 1. 


1681. Cha. H. parl. 3. 
a8 21. 
4 I'S 
; 1 
3 2434 
it 


p | | af 5+ 
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, 
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of a forty-ſhilling. lh or L. 400 Scots. of valued: rent, holden 
blanch. Can there be a more aerial property, #0. re/ 0 
micil, no property! A mere poſſeſſion of not hing, acquired with» 
out purchaſe, except the fees of the ſeal of the charter, completed 
by form of infeftment, conſtitutes a franchiſe, and legally creates 
a parchment baron. What abſurdity ! That perſons having no ac- 
a e 413-5 tiual property, not contributing to the expences of the State, ſhall 
| have power to bind thoſe, who do. The reign in which this was 
WTF done, in which the abominable teſt was enacted i in, Scotland, (af- 

þ Tb, terwards happily repealed), and ſubſequent to it, ſufficiently de- 
monſtrates the arbitrary deſign to diſqualify all nan anforming 
Freeholders, to the plan of cramming Epiſcopacy doven the throats 
of the Scotch. But that ſtubborn, people, as hiſtory informs us, 


_ 


= attached to their rights, e. af. ea not be e 
. e ee into forms they ed., lt 21 77 Aci 2 14 407 EYE t % bow: 
| noi immer to. nobel; eee e 

+ 


— 


2 215 glorious ation in 2688, they eſtabliſhed) * 
rights, civil and religious; bur, ſatisfied with. the repeal of the 


- Teſt, and not perceiving DE: 1 5 . the eval of: he aQ A. 
left it in torce. « 


- 


— 
— 
„ 
— 


__ — — (ny + 


* 


[ * ra * 1 
\ tf 4 * 173 . 233; (46:4 tC +} d'4 + 72 my: Tri 


n 1 | . 
W }. ; C361 { KEE 34% #3 181 its FLST: 329-9 
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418 : | At the Unzen. in 2707, they confirmed thoſe rights but ne 

it | hich had has 2 Fairs ats A 7 on its. noi Gandatios 
| ix 1 of property, from whence it has been farther ſliding ever ſince; 
i 2773. Anne 12. and confidering the ineffectual attempts made, and ſo frequent- 


1727. Geo. II. 1. 


7728. Geo. II. 2. th repeated, to reſtrain the evil conſequences which have produ= / 
1733. Geo. II. 7. 


wt V4. Ges. Il. 16. ced the grievances now wen of, of which we have had e 
—_ but too much experience. 


It ſeems 1 that no other method is left to reſtore the 
Conſtitution, but to place it again upon the original baſis of pro- 
| | | | r For of the Crown; and yp loing, not to narrow, but ex- 


— 


6.9 


| hit "the privleje;” by lowering the ate below Four 
| hundred pounds Scots of valued- rent; | how far is matter of delibera- 
tion and de e 10 | 


. — o 8 * * > 
Fa * 9 * * L 
> 4 8 n., 4 2 $ , 8 , 
* \ 


7 8 — 8 - 


708 Tdi ! have now thown, that in Ib doing, the Conſtitution 
will neither be departed from nor impaired, but reſtored, ſtrength- 
: ened, and replaced where it ſtood at firſt in ancient times, and 

where alone i it ought to aha} in all future ages. h 


- 


That che old acts were conſtitutional has been 8 | Thar 
the act 1681 was violently ariſtocratical, and ought not to be re- 
verted to, is evident: For, however ariſtocratieal, and ſeverely felt 
ſo, the government of Scotland formerly was; yet in theſe laſt 
100 years, that ariſtocracy, under which a free and commer- 
cial nition cannot thrive, has been ſo wiſely limited, ſo 
well tempered and intermixed with democratical ingredients, 
that they are nearly as well blended now in Scotland as they have 
long been 1 in England, and ſufficiently for the public good; for 
we have a mixed government ſuited to our intereſt and habits, 
and happily 1 interwoven, fo as to form a whole, more perfect 
' than in other countries. Thence, under the bleſſings of Divine 
Providence, flows that happineſs we feel, and exult in enjoying. 
p Let us then hold it ſacred, let us not depart from it, let us not 
put to our hands to PU: our own gore. houſe down ! but join in 
its ſupport, f 


Were this plan of conjoining the aftual property with the ers g 
ority in the . of the freeholder to be adopted, who could : 
fuffer 3 3 3 


"mf The 66h faperior 0 1e him hold what he has, ler 
Kim tranſmit it to his heirs, but let him not transfer it to ano- 


or e to his . the ee 3 öͤͤĩð Vð?ß?0᷑ ook 


* 


2 


( 20.) 
zd, The ſubject ſuperior lifrenter—Lle is at let ou bold 


it for life. 


3d, The ſubject huſband i in right of his wife N04 ee” * 


pery a right ſeems ſcarce worth alen let him keep it who can. 


ah, The ſubject bier proper 1 —Ths. "Sander 


holdi ing is hardly perceptible; where it exiſts let it remain, but 


ſuffer it not to be transferred or renewed. 


5th, And perhaps the greateſt injury is the privation 30 
ſeſſed power in proprietors of conſiderable eſtates, and the gr eat 


families of the kingdom of Scotland. 


Here I confeſs difficulty occurs, but not unſi afurmountable where 


the greater od of the country is at ſtake, 


The great men of che kingdom, like = officers of a __ | 
ment, are commiſſioned for its good order and ſupport. - They 2 
are always to ſacrifice their private intereſts, nay their lives, to 


the good of the State. They are to ſet example, as they are to 
watch over it. The Nobility of Scotland have ever been diſtin- 


guiſhed for this patriotic loyalty. And no doubt can be enter- 
tained, but they of our day will prove themſelves worthy of 


their ancient honours, by cheerfully complying with the good 


of their country. What reward have they? The reward of all 


honeſt men, the praiſe of their country, and the conſciouſneſs 
of having done it ſervice. That honeſt influence, which follows 


property, family, and perſonal worth, in public eſteem. What 


| other can they deſire? Perhaps you may think it juſt to add, the 
_ Eligibility to Parliament of the eldeſt ſons of Peers, a privilege 
of which they ſeem to have been deprived in Scotland, * the 


not ill- founded jealouſy of the Commons. 


6th, And 


| 
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e 9 
6th, And leaſt, The diminution of the individual importance of 
the leſſer Barons, This will be found to be in ſo ſmall a degree, as 
not to be ſenſibly felt by, gentlemen of property, who, relieved 

by this new operation from that oppreſſion they have for many 
| years laboured under, will, by the admiſſion of their ſmaller 

_ neighbours and friends to the roll of freeholders, clear it of thoſe 
they reluctantly admit and wiſh to exclude ; get rid of the 
grievance ; and gaining on one hand more than they loſe on the _ 


other, will find their account in 1 as 1] plicring of valuation wall 
thereby be abollhed i in Scotland. | 


$i quid noviſti reftius iſtic, candidus imperti, fi non, bis utere 


* 
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"nm 
| Gentlemen, 
T1”. 15 Tour moſt Obedient, 


| Devon and Faithful Servant, 


AN HERITOR, | 
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